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IS LOOKING FOR

USED FIREARMS
SELL, TRADE, OR CONSIGN 

Have used firearms you are
lookin’ to unload? 

Or trade in on something new? 

GIVE US A CALL!

WOLVERINESUPPLIES.COM

P 1 (204) 748-2454
E sales@wolverinesupplies.com

LOCATED 10KM NE OF VIRDEN, MB

Brandon to host regenerative ag conference
The Manitoba Forage and Grass-

land Association’s regenerative ag-
riculture conference is set to return 
to Brandon on Nov. 14 and 15, with 
a focus on the link between healthy 
soil and healthy farm animals — 
which in turn leads to healthy Cana-
dians.

So far, several producers have al-
ready signed up for the event, being 
held at the Victoria Inn Hotel and 
Conference Centre, said Duncan 
Morrison, executive director of the 
association.

“We’re right on track … response 
has been really good,” he said.

Producers from all over Manitoba 
are developing an interest in regen-
erative agriculture, and how it can 
not only help the environment but 
their bottom line, Morrison said. 
The association defines regenerative 
agriculture as an approach to farm 
and ranch management that aims 
to reverse climate change through 
practices that restore degraded soils.

Regenerative agriculture practices 
include no-till or minimum-tillage 
techniques, the use of cover crops, 
crop rotations, compost, animal 
manures, the inoculation of soils 
with composts or compost extracts 
to restore soil microbial activity and 
managed grazing.

“I really believe that farmers are 
doing an outstanding job on their 
lands — especially the ones who 
were the early adopters that are ded-
icated to regenerative agriculture 
principles,” Morrison said.

Some of the regenerative agricul-
ture topics that will be on the agen-
da for Nov. 14 include a day-long 
look at carbon, which is a significant 
contributor to the productivity of 
soils because of how it benefits soil 
structure, nutrient cycling and water 
retention.

It’s important for producers to 
know how to make use of carbon to 
their advantage, said Larry Wagner, 
a co-chair of the event.

“Is the carbon market enough, or 
do we have to look at ecological sur-
veys, or combine the two together?” 
Wagner said.

Canada’s carbon market, called 
the Greenhouse Gas Offset Cred-
it system, is a trading system in 
which carbon “credits” are sold and 
bought. One tradable carbon credit 
equals one tonne of carbon dioxide 

or the equivalent amount of a dif-
ferent greenhouse gas reduced, se-
questered or avoided.

The federal government launched 
the market in June of this year, 
aligned with the Pan-Canadian 
Greenhouse Gas Offset Framework, 
which is made up of four pillars. 
These include pricing carbon pol-
lution; introducing complementary 
measures to further reduce emis-
sions across the economy; intro-
ducing measures to adapt to the 
impacts of climate change and build 
resilience; and to put into motion 
actions that “accelerate innovation, 
support clean technology and create 
jobs,” according to the federal gov-
ernment.

As well as a talk on carbon, the first 
day of the conference will feature 
a trade show, the Manitoba Forage 
and Grassland Association’s Hall of 
Fame and producer panels discuss-

ing annual crops, grazing and mar-
ket trends, featuring Ryan Boyd, a 
local regenerative farmer, and Kim-
berly Cornish from the Food Water 
Wellness Foundation.

Canada’s first Agri-Food Sustain-
ability Index will be revealed by Da-
vid McInnes, the former president 
and chief executive officer of the 
Canadian Agri-Food Policy Insti-
tute. The index will be the first one 
that encompasses the entire agri-
food sector, placing an importance 
on sustainable food production. 
McInnes will focus on what the ag-
riculture sector is currently doing to 
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions 
and what other sustainability-relat-
ed priorities it could adopt to im-
prove food security and labour pri-
orities.

After that, producers will have 
the chance to network and socialize 
with each other during suppertime. 

The chance to have peer-to-peer 
conversations with other producers 
is incredibly important for the in-
dustry, Morrison said.

“It’s … a very important social 
experience for those considering 
regenerative agriculture because 
they’re hearing from some of the 
best [regenerative agriculture farm-
ers] from Manitoba that are excited 
about it.”

After dinner, a session to update 
attendees on the MFGA’s core proj-
ects will be held, including informa-
tion on forecasting tools, watershed 
programs, conservation programs 
and more.

One speaker Wagner is the most 
excited to hear from is Randy Book-
er, director of operations at Otter 
Creek Golf Club in Otterville, Ont. 
Booker will be speaking on how to 
make golf courses green with regen-
erative agriculture from 8 to 9 p.m. 

the evening of Nov. 14.
It’s important for all sectors and 

industries in Canada to look at how 
they can reduce their carbon foot-
print — not just producers in the 
agriculture industry, Wagner said. 
Booker will speak with attendees 
about how he cut out fertilizer usage 
on his golf course and how other or-
ganizations can do the same.

“Can people live with golf courses 
and lawns and parks with no fertil-
izer or chemicals in them?” Wagner 
said.

The focus of the second day of the 
conference will be on soil health and 
the effects it has on healthy animals, 
crops and humans. Fred Proven-
za, one of the keynote speakers of 
the event and an author from Utah 
State University, will be discussing 
how plant diversity is linked with 
the health of all animals, including 
people.

After a question and answer ses-
sion with Provenza, the “Made in 
Manitoba” producer panel will be 
held, featuring farmers from around 
Manitoba who have made regener-
ative agriculture part of their best 
practices.

Before lunch, Kara Kroeger of 
Grassroots Carbon in Texas will give 
a talk on how to connect the dots 
between soil and human health, 
and how producers can find oppor-
tunities to provide the market with 
more nutrient dense food through 
best soil practices. She will speak on 
how soil porosity, aggregation, infil-
tration, water-holding capacity, mi-
crobiology and nutrient cycling can 
improve soil and plant health.

Another “Made in Manitoba” pan-
el will be held after that, followed 
by a late lunch, trade show and net-
working event. A panel on regional 
regenerative agriculture will follow, 
in which six producers from Mani-
toba will share how they use regen-
erative agriculture in their farming 
operations.

With the federal government’s car-
bon tax rising to $50 per tonne as of 
April of this year, and Canada’s plan 
to achieve net zero fertilizer emis-
sions by 2050, interest in regenera-
tive agriculture will likely only grow 
among Manitoba’s producers, Wag-
ner said.

Producers can sign up for the 
conference by visiting mfga.net/re-
gen-ag-conference.
» mleybourne@brandonsun.com
» Twitter: @miraleybourne

ACC launches swine production foundation program
Developing a program that 

meets the needs of modern 
animal care and workforce 
standards is the motivation 
behind Assiniboine Commu-
nity College’s new swine pro-
duction foundation program, 
which will have its first intake 
of students next month.

The self-directed online 
program provides learners 
with an understanding of how 
swine operations run and 
goes in-depth on topics such 
as health and safety, record-
keeping, barn systems and 
maintenance. It’ll also cover 
content on production prac-
tices related to stockmanship, 
the science of properly caring 
for farm animals; pig health 
care; breeding; farrowing, 
which is when pigs give birth; 
nursery; and grow and finish, 
a special type of pig feed.

The program is a result of 
a collaboration between the 
college and the Manitoba 

Pork Council, a partnership 
Tim Hore, dean of the Russ 
Edwards School of Agriculture 
and Environment at Assini-
boine, said is very exciting for 
all involved. Its aim is to the 
next generation of hog farm-
ers and swine technicians to 
uphold the strong animal care 
standards. Anyone who enrols 
and successfully completes it 
will receive 24 credits.

It was important that the 
college provide a type of pro-
gram that producers and farm 
workers could undertake in 
their own time, at their own 
pace and in their own envi-
ronment, Hore said.

“Anyone who decides to 
take the course has the ability 
to do it on their own time and 
in their own way,” Hore said.

Hog farmers in Canada 
are required to follow a code 
of practice for the care and 
handling of pigs, established 
by the federal government in 
2019. One of the stipulations 
in the code is that pigs should 
have access to “greater free-

dom of movement,” accord-
ing to the National Farm An-
imal Care Council.

Manitoba is the largest pork 
producing province in Can-
ada, accounting for almost 
30 per cent of national pro-

duction, and is the largest ex-
porter of weanling pigs to the 
United States, according to 
Manitoba Pork.

Everyone who makes their 
living in the hog sector has a 
vested interest in animal care, 

said Rick Préjet, chairman of 
the Manitoba Pork Council. 
Assiniboine’s new swine pro-
duction foundation program 
will ensure that value carries 
on.

“We are thrilled to have 
worked with Assiniboine 
Community College on this 
program as we seek to train a 
new generation of farm own-
ers and staff that will carry on 
the tradition of being global 
leaders in animal care,” Préjet 
stated in a press release the 
college sent out on Monday.

The program is also one 
that Préjet has been working 
towards with the Manitoba 
Pork Council to make happen 
for a long time, he told the 
Sun.

“I’m super excited that Tim 
Dore and the gang [at Assini-
boine] were able to put all this 
together.”

It’s especially important 
that independent, smaller 
pork producers and work-
ers have the ability to get the 
training they need to main-

tain the industry’s high stan-
dards, Préjet said. The new 
course will ensure that hap-
pens, he added.

“There’s going to be a lot of 
consistency in training, ani-
mal care, and feeding. It’s go-
ing to be consistent messag-
ing going out that everyone 
[will be] bringing back to the 
farm.”

Assiniboine will be offer-
ing two more swine-related 
courses in early 2023, Hore 
said, including an advanced 
swine production program 
and a leadership program.

“The leadership program 
[includes] leadership skills, 
personal development, man-
agerial skills and communi-
cation.”

Anyone interested in en-
rolling in the swine produc-
tion foundation program can 
learn more at assinbioine.
net/swinepro.

» mleybourne@brandonsun.
com
» Twitter: @miraleybourne

Province funds highway upgrade
The provincial government 

will spend $5.75 million to 
improve the section of the 
Trans-Canada Highway that 
passes through Brandon, it 
announced on Monday.

“Our government recog-
nizes the increasing popula-
tion and growing economy 
in the city of Brandon and is 
responding with appropriate 
improvements to support 
this growth,” Transportation 
and Infrastructure Minister 
Doyle Piwniuk stated in a 
press release.

“Projects like this will ac-
commodate increasing traffic 
and promote development in 
the area, as well as support 
free-flow conditions on the 
Trans-Canada Highway.”

The project will improve 
efficiency and safety, Piwni-
uk said.

The money will be spent 
on pavement and signal im-
provements along the 2.2-ki-
lometre stretch between the 
two junctions of Provincial 
Trunk Highway 10, plus an-
other 300 metres in either di-

rection. That stretch of road 
will be resurfaced with Su-
perpave asphalt mix, which 
minimizes cracks and rusts 
and lasts up to 20 years.

The press release noted 
that, initially, the plan was 

to add only a thin overlay to 
the existing pavement. But 
due to the road’s importance 
it was decided to expand the 
project. The road will now be 
milled to remove deteriorat-
ed pavement and 10 centi-

metres of Superpave will be 
added.

Upgrades to traffic detec-
tion equipment at both inter-
sections are also planned to 
make a more reliable system 
that can be adjusted for fu-
ture traffic flow.

“The City of Brandon is 
thrilled to see the investment 
that the province is making in 
the important upgrades for 
this prominent section of the 
Trans-Canada Highway be-
tween First and 18th streets 
in Brandon,” Mayor Jeff Faw-
cett stated in the release.

“Our city and region are 
growing and improvements 
such as these will ensure safe 
passage for all motorists from 
near and far.”

Zenith Paving was award-
ed the contract to pave the 
Trans-Canada Highway, the 
province says. 

The concrete work has 
started, and the entire project 
is expected to be complete by 
summer 2023.
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Pictured here (left) working in the field, Kara Kroeger of Grassroots Carbon in Texas will give a talk on soil health at 
the Manitoba Forage and Grassland Association’s regenerative agriculture conference in Brandon on Nov. 14 and 
15 at the Victoria Inn Hotel and Conference Centre. (Submitted)

Assiniboine Community College’s Russ Edwards School of 
Agriculture and Environment is launching a new self-directed, 
online swine production foundation course, in collaboration 
with the Manitoba Pork Council. (File)

A semi truck rolls through Brandon along the Trans-Canada 
Highway on Monday afternoon. (Matt Goerzen/The Brandon Sun)
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